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ABSTRACT: An approach for discriminating the threo and
erythro configurations of polyacetylene glycosides by 1H NMR
spectroscopy was developed. Using acetic acid-d4/D2O as the
solvent, a relatively larger 3JHH value (7.0 Hz) for the acyclic
vicinal diol group was unambiguously assigned to the threo
configuration, whereas the smaller value (3.5 Hz) was assigned
to the erythro configuration. This convenient method requires
no hydrolysis or derivatization and is suitable for micromolar
concentrations of polyacetylene glycosides. The underlying
mechanism is discussed via visualized conformations.

As a class of naturally occurring open-chain compounds
with two or more conjugated acetylenic and olefinic

bonds, polyacetylenes are widely distributed in Araliaceae,
Asteraceae, Campanulaceae, Pittosporaceae, Umbelliferae,
etc.1−5 Acyclic vicinal diol groups occur frequently in these
compounds due to biological oxidation of their conjugated
olefinic bonds. To date, approximately 80 such compounds
have been identified6−11 whose configurational assignments are
arduous. For typical cyclic compounds with three- to six-
membered rings displaying predictable conformational behav-
ior, the relative configurations can be deduced using simple
NMR parameters such as the 3JHH values and/or the nuclear
overhauser effect (NOE) intensities.12 However, the task of
determining the relative configurations of conformationally
flexible systems is significantly more challenging. In the last two
decades, J-based configurational analysis has led to the
assignment of two adjacent stereogenic carbons of an acyclic
chain using a complete set of 3JHH and 2,3JHC values and key
NOE data. However, the analytic procedure is tedious and
requires a high-resolution spectrometer to obtain optimal
results. Furthermore, to the best of our knowledge, the direct
applicability of this method to glycosides lacks sufficient
evidence and might lead to errors.12−14 Higashibayashi and
Kishi also examined 1,2-diols as one of many studies in creating
their databases using trends in shift differences to determine
relative stereochemistry, which needs a chiral bidentate NMR
solvent.15 Mosher’s method provides another stereochemical
solution but requires hydrolysis and derivatization and is thus
unsuitable for minor glycosides.16,17 Fortunately, a convenient
and reliable NMR approach for discriminating the threo and
erythro configurations of the acyclic vicinal diol group in
polyacetylene glycosides was developed during our NMR
analysis of natural compounds.

Recently, research regarding the chemical constituents of
Atractylodes lancea led to the isolation of 18 new polyacetylene
glycosides and a new polyacetylene aglycone containing an
acyclic vicinal diol group, and these compounds contained
linear (1−14), thiophene (15−17), and furan (18 and 19)
skeletons. Their planar structures (Figure 1) were elucidated
through spectroscopic and spectrometric analyses (UV, IR, 1D
and 2D NMR, and HRESIMS). When assigning their relative
configurations, we found that the 3JHH values of these acyclic
vicinal diol groups in DMSO-d6 were uninterpretable (Table 1)
and that it was impossible to distinguish the threo and erythro
configurations. To explore this issue, a detailed and
comprehensive literature survey disclosed that the 3JHH values
of acyclic vicinal diol groups seemingly follow an empirical rule
in CDCl3: a relatively larger value (more than 6.0 Hz)
corresponds to a threo configuration, whereas a smaller value
(less than 5.0 Hz) corresponds to an erythro configuration.18−32

However, the poor solubility of these natural glycosides in
CDCl3 limited the direct application of this rule. Furthermore,
preparation of the aglycones by acid hydrolysis of the minor
polyacetylenes containing more than one sugar moiety was
difficult due to structural instability. Thus, is there an
appropriate polar solvent that can be employed to discriminate
the threo or erythro configurations of these natural glycosides?
Interestingly, in our previous experiments directed toward
establishing the structures of dibenzoyl glycosides, acetic acid-
d4, which is seldom used for NMR experiments, was found to
be an excellent deuterated solvent for collecting quality spectra
that also display a similar spectroscopic tendency as the
nonpolar CDCl3 solvent.33−35 This finding inspired us to
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thoroughly investigate the applicability of acetic acid-d4 for
solving the stereochemistry of polyacetylene glycosides.

Due to the poor solubility of the glycosides in acetic acid-d4,
a mixture of acetic acid-d4 and D2O (v/v = 1:1) was first used
for the 1H NMR experiments. Surprisingly, the 3JHH values of
the acyclic vicinal diol groups in all of the compounds were
clearly divided into two categories: approximately 7.0 or 3.5 Hz
(Table 1). To distinguish the configurational assignments of
these values, several typical glycosides (1, 5, 8, 10, 15, and 17)
were hydrolyzed by snailase (Supporting Information, S11).
The corresponding aglycones (1a, 5a, 8a, 10a, 15a, and 17a)
were examined by 1H NMR experiments using CDCl3 as the
solvent. Gratifyingly, the 3JHH values of these aglycones (in
CDCl3) showed a consistent trend with those of the glycosides
recorded in acetic acid-d4/D2O (v/v = 1:1) (Tables 1 and 2). In

particular, compared to 1, 15, and 17, the 3JHH values of 5, 8,
and 10 were significantly smaller than those of their aglycones.
Therefore, the larger 3JHH value (7.0 Hz) of 1−4 and 15−17
could be preliminarily assigned to the threo configuration,
whereas the smaller value (3.5 Hz) of 5−14, 18, and 19 could
be assigned to the erythro configuration (Figure 2).

To further verify the above relative stereochemical assign-
ments of the linear polyacetylenes (1−14), two acetonide
derivatives, 1b and 5b, were prepared from the aglycones
(threo-1a and erythro-5a) and 2,2-dimethoxypropane (Support-
ing Information). Diagnostic NOE correlations were observed
for H-10 with H3-15 and for H-11 with H3-16 in 1b, which
indicated that H-10 and H-11 were positioned on opposite
sides of the five-membered ring, whereas the correlations from
H3-15 to H-10 and H-11 in 5b revealed that H-10 and H-11
were on the same side (Figure 3). This configuration was also
supported by the more downfield resonances of H-10 and H-11
in 5b compared to 1b (Figure 3). This evidence favors the threo

Figure 1. Compounds 1−19 isolated from A. lancea.

Table 1. 3JHH Values (Hz) of the Acyclic Vicinal Diol Group
of Compounds 1−19 in Different Solvents

no.
DMSO-

d6
methanol-

d4 D2O
acetic acid-d4 solution

(1:1) assignment

1 5.0 5.5 6.5 7.0 threo
2 5.0 5.5 6.0 6.5 threo
3 5.0 6.0 6.5 7.0 threo
4 5.0 5.0 6.0 6.5 threo
15 5.0 5.5 6.0 7.0 threo
16 5.5 6.0 6.0 6.5 threo
17 5.0 5.5 6.5 7.0 threo
5 5.0 3.5 4.0 3.5 erythro
6 5.0 4.0 a 3.5 erythro
7 5.0 4.0 a a erythro
8 3.5 3.5 4.0 3.5 erythro
9 3.5 3.5 4.0 3.5 erythro
10 5.0 4.0 4.5 3.5 erythro
11 5.0 3.5 4.0 3.5 erythro
12 5.0 3.5 3.5 3.5 erythro
13 6.0 4.0 4.0 3.5 erythro
14 5.0 5.0 4.5 4.5 erythro
18 4.5 4.5 a 4.0 erythro
19 6.5 5.0 5.0 4.0 erythro

aThe signals were overlapped or broad.

Table 2. 3JHH Values (Hz) of the Acyclic Vicinal Diol Group
of 1a, 5a, 8a, 10a, 14, 15a, and 17a in Different Solvents

no.
DMSO-

d6
methanol-

d4 CDCl3
acetic acid-d4 solution

(1:1) assignment

1a 5.0 6.0 6.5 6.5 threo
15a 5.0 6.0 6.5 6.5 threo
17a 5.0 6.0 6.5 6.5 threo
5a 5.0 5.5 5.0 5.0 erythro
8a 5.5 5.0 4.0 4.0 erythro
10a 5.5 5.0 4.0 4.0 erythro
14 5.0 5.0 a 4.5 erythro

aThis compound was not soluble in CDCl3.

Figure 2. 3JHH value of threo-1 and erythro-5 in DMSO-d6 and acetic
acid-d4/D2O (v/v = 1:1).

Organic Letters Letter

DOI: 10.1021/acs.orglett.6b03855
Org. Lett. 2017, 19, 686−689

687



configuration of 1 and erythro configuration of 5. For the
thiophene polyacetylenes (15−17), the threo configuration was
further confirmed by the NOE intensities of the acetonide
derivative 15b, which was produced from the typical aglycone
15a by a similar procedure as 1b (Supporting Information,
S12). Due to the limited quantities of sample, the erythro
configurational assignments of the furan polyacetylenes (18 and
19) were verified by electronic circular dichroism (ECD)
calculations using an MMFF94 force field and time-dependent
density functional theory at the B3LYP/6-31+G(d,p) level
(Supporting Information, S13).
Other common deuterated solvents and ratios of acetic acid-

d4 were also investigated to further explore this phenomenon.
Under the same test conditions, the 1H NMR spectra of 1−19
were recorded in methanol-d4 and D2O. Additionally, those of 1
and 13 were measured in a mixture of acetic acid-d4 and D2O
with different proportions (v/v = 1:3, 1:1, and 3:1). The
differences between the 3JHH values for the threo and erythro
configurations in methanol-d4 and D2O were slightly better
than in DMSO-d6 but were still smaller than the differences
observed in the acetic acid-d4 solution (Table 1). Note that the
3JHH values of threo-1 and erythro-13 remained unchanged when
the proportions of acetic acid-d4 (Figure 4) were varied.
Such 3JHH differences in the polyacetylene glycosides can be

explained by the influence of the solvent on hydrogen bonding
using visualized Newman projections (Figure 5). In theory, the
coupling constants between protons that are separated by three
bonds are directly related to their dihedral angles through the
Karplus equation,36 which is influenced by intramolecular

hydrogen bonding between the vicinal diol groups and
intermolecular hydrogen bonding between the vicinal diols
and deuterated solvent. More probable, an intermolecular
hydrogen bond between DMSO-d6 and the vicinal diol could
prevent a predominant conformation. However, acetic acid-d4
can interact with other acetic acid-d4 molecules or with D2O,
which indirectly promotes the formation of intramolecular
hydrogen bonds between the vicinal diol groups and also
generates predominant conformations.37−39 Thus, the stag-
gered rotamers with an anti orientation in the threo
configuration favor a larger 3JHH value (7.0 Hz), whereas
those with a gauche orientation in the erythro configuration
favor a smaller value (3.5 Hz). The reason for the smaller 3JHH
values of the erythro glycosides compared to their aglycones
might be the steric hindrance of the sugar moiety. Because the
solvent influence on intramolecular hydrogen bonding between
the vicinal diol groups is weaker in protic methanol-d4 and D2O
than in DMSO-d6 and stronger than in acetic acid-d4 and
CDCl3, smaller

3JHH differences can occur.
On the basis of the relative configurational assignments, the

absolute configurations of these natural compounds were
established by Snatzke’s method using Mo2(OAc)4-induced
electronic circular dichroism40−43 in combination with
experimental and calculated ECD spectra (Supporting In-
formation, S29).

Figure 3. 1H NMR spectra and key NOE correlations (double arrows)
of 1b and 5b in CDCl3.

Figure 4. 3JHH values of threo-1 and erythro-13 in acetic acid-d4/D2O
with different proportions (v/v).

Figure 5. Conformational analyses of the threo- and erythro-
configurations in acetic acid-d4 and DMSO-d6.
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In conclusion, the relative configurations of polyacetylene
glycosides containing an acyclic vicinal diol group adjacent to
an olefinic bond, an acetylenic bond, a thiophene ring, or a
furan ring were conveniently and reliably determined by 1H
NMR spectroscopy using acetic acid-d4/D2O as the solvent. A
relatively larger 3JHH value (7.0 Hz) was assigned to the threo
configuration, whereas a smaller value (3.5 Hz) was assigned to
the erythro configuration. The proportions of acetic acid-d4 can
be adjusted slightly based on the solubility of the samples to be
tested. This convenient NMR approach, in combination with
other spectral data such as ECD, facilitates determination of the
absolute configurations of polyacetylene glycosides and greatly
diminishes the associated labor.
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